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Refugees and Peace in Central America

As this edition of Refuge goes to press,
news reports from Central America
confirm the important gains which
have been achieved through efforts to
bring peace and democracy to the re-
gion. At the same time, there is much to
be deeply concerned about. Violence
continues at an intense level in some

pockets and at a low level over wider
areas. The peace process remains frag-
ile. Democratic practices are spreading
but remain weak and not fully tested in
several countries. Many underlying
tensions in civil society are unresolved.
Particularly worrisome is the fact that
the economies of the region are in very
bad condition, in part due to the wide-
spread destruction brought about by
civil war.

The papers gathered together here
recognize the challenges and risks
which must be faced, yet they stress

the positive side of current develop-
ments. They draw attention to the end
of refugee flight from the region and to
the growing return of asylees and dis-
placed people. They point out that the
self-organized return movement has a
two-sided character: it contributes to

peace just as it depends on peace for its
success. Particular attention is given to

the strengths to be found in the return
communities and among their interna-
tional supporters.

The lead article by Brian Egan and
Alan Simmons provides an overview
of peace, development and repatria-

tion issues in the extremely diverse
countries of Central America. This pa-

per and the other articles in the issue all
give more attention to the two coun-
tries - El Salvador and Guatemala -
which experienced the greatest
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