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Chechnya: The Russian Policymakers Tragedy

When the Soviet Union fell apart in
1991, many analysts applauded the
peaceful way in which it happened.
And in fact, it was peaceful. In contrast
to Yugoslavia, there were no popular
leaders committed to holding the So-
viet Union together. Gorbachev’s
popularity at the time was very low
and the populistleader Yeltsin, similar
to other republican leaders, was only
too anxious to dissolve the Soviet Un-
ion and assume presidency over the
new political entity. Thus, in contrast
to Milosevic of Yugoslavia, who was
prepared to wage a genocidal war to
prevent secession of Croatia, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, and to a much lesser
degree, Slovenia (for an update on the
Yugoslavian crisis see Barutciski in
this issue), Russian leaders who en-
joyed popularsupportat the time were
willing to let the republics become for-
mally independent states. They did so
always keeping in mind that it would
be possible to establish economic, po-
litical, and military control over them
at a later stage. So the partition was
indeed smooth, although consequent
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struggles for autonomy in Abkhazia
and Transdniester, and the Armenian
claim to Nagorno-Karabakh did pro-
voke wars.

While most nationalist aspirations
in the former Soviet republics were
thus peacefully satisfied, this was not
the case of nationalist movements
within the Russian Federation. Once
formed, the integrity of the Russian

sovereign state was not to be under-
mined by separatism in some of its
semi-autonomous regions. Even mild
claims for decentralization of federal
power are perceived by Moscow as a
threat.

Thus the multi-ethnic Russian state
was to become a federation with a
strong central government that would
grant no right to any of its semi-

e

CONTENTS:

Chechnya: The Russian Policymakers Tragedy

AT, BASOK isvussssnsnsssmvsssniwscesmmmssnernsssss oo sss s 15as s uaion s ivs 1
The War in Chechnya and the New Russian State

DEFEEL PIKNATNTD covsversesmvenessnssm s oo e e s SRR G565 3
Chechnya: The War Without An End Alexander Benifand ................. 7
The Chechen-Russian Conflict: The Spiral of Hostilities

TEI BOBOI s evsomsmasuesmpssnmnummmss e s oxs i s s s AN 10

Chechnya’s Refugees Within North Caucasus:
Reality and Problems Eugene V. Kritski ...c.cossmmssessssnssssssssarssssssasssons 13

Second World War, Refugee Flow and Forced Migrants in Russia

B07iS KOUALED ......oouvuiiiiiiiciiiiici s 16
Safe Areas in Bosnia-Herzegovnia: Some Reflections and
Tentative Conclusions Michael Barutciski ............cccocoevvveinininieinnnnnen. 18

Centre for Refugee Studies, York University
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to

A 1]
Refuge: Canada's Journal on Refugees/ Refuge: Revue canadienne sur les réfugiés TS

www.jstor.org JSTOR


https://www.jstor.org

	Contents
	p. [1]

	Issue Table of Contents
	Refuge: Canada's Journal on Refugees / Refuge: Revue canadienne sur les réfugiés, Vol. 14, No. 10 (March 1995) pp. 1-19
	Front Matter
	Chechnya: The Russian Policymakers Tragedy [pp. 1-2]
	The War in Chechnya and the New Russian State [pp. 3-6]
	Chechnya: The War Without An End [pp. 7-9]
	The Chechen-Russian Conflict: The Spiral of Hostilities [pp. 10-13]
	Chechnya's Refugees Within North Caucasus: Reality and Problems [pp. 13-15]
	Second World War, Refugee Flow and Forced Migrants in Russia [pp. 16-17]
	Safe Areas in Bosnia-Herzegovina: Some Reflections and Tentative Conclusions [pp. 18-19]
	Back Matter



