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Introduction

The field of humanitarian response has
made tremendous strides over the past
decade. In the Cambodian refugee
camps in the 1980s, the establishment of
basic health information systems allow-
ing for rapid response and directing
health programs according to the data

collected, proved a powerful tool in im-
proving the health of the refugee
populations.1 Simple but powerful epi-
demiological computer programs were
developed which have proved invalu-
able in the field.2

As a consequence of the terrible toll
of the numerous massive population
displacements in Africa and Asia

throughout the past two decades, the
importance of implementing rapid mass
measles immunization campaigns for
children, methods to detect, measure

and treat malnutrition, and the recogni-
tion that four main communicable dis-

eases (measles, diarrhea, lower res-
piratory tract infections, and malaria (in
endemic areas) during the acute phase
of crises often accounted for over 70% of

all deaths in the camps), has saved an
incalculable number of lives.3"6

The field of disaster response has
slowly professionalized over the past
decade. Western-trained health profes-
sionals, whose education generally
emphasizes an individual patient-
centered curative approach, now have
the opportunity to choose from various
training programs which focus on the
essential elements of managing health
situations in complex emergencies
(CEs), with an emphasis on public
health and preventive medicine. From
the numerous experiences of respond-
ing to mass population movements dur-
ing the past few decades, a codification
of standards of care during the acute
phase of CEs has been developed,7 es-
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