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Introduction

Susanne Schmeidl

How often have we heard the name of

this (formerly autonomous) region in
Yugoslavia over the last months. In the
past, many of us were maybe only
vaguely aware of its existence, and
policy makers, even if aware, seemed to
not have focused on it much. Kosovo

was not yet on the hot-list of bush-fires

to put out, or not interesting or pressing

enough politically, or may be there were

just too many conflicts with too little
time to solve them. One could say,
Kosovo was like the Kurdish problem in
Turkey, or like East Timor in Indonesia
or like wars fought in Sierra Leone and
Sudan. This means, we know they exist,
in some cases for a long time, but we
never really do anything about it. Par-
ticularly Kosovo is such a classic case
where all the early warning existed.
Structurally even ten years ago the like-
lihood of conflict was clear - when
Kosovo was stripped of its autonomy in
March 1989.

In the fall of 1989, 1 was a Ph.D. stu-

dent in sociology, not an area specialist
of the Balkans, who wrote a paper on
Yugoslavia. When asked what area was
most likely to explode into conflict, my

answer was Kosovo, not Bosnia, but
Kosovo. This means, we have known for

a very long time that Kosovo was prone

to conflict if no improvements to the
rights of the Kosovo Albanians were

made. Maybe we did not know when or
how, but we knew it could and would

happen. Thus, in essence we had ten
years to avert a disaster happening, and
nevertheless it did happen.

Centre for Refugee Studies, York University
 is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to

Refuge: Canada's Journal on Refugees / Refuge: Revue canadienne sur les réfugiés
www.jstor.org

https://www.jstor.org

	Contents
	p. [1]

	Issue Table of Contents
	Refuge: Canada's Journal on Refugees / Refuge: Revue canadienne sur les réfugiés, Vol. 18, No. 3 (August 1999) pp. 1-51
	Front Matter
	Introduction [pp. 1-4]
	Early Warning and "Ethnic" Conflict Management: Rwanda and Kosovo [pp. 5-9]
	A Short Note about "Humanitarian War" [pp. 10-11]
	Kosovo and the Evolution of State Sovereignty [pp. 12-14]
	Towards Reliable and Responsible Atrocities-Policing [pp. 15-18]
	Why Kosovo? [pp. 19-20]
	Positive and Negative Identity Satisfiers in the Kosovo Conflict [pp. 21-25]
	Moving From Crisis Reaction to Crisis Response: A Six-Point Non-Violent Alternative to the Bombing Campaign [pp. 26-29]
	Sexual Violence and the Crisis in Kosovo [pp. 30-32]
	The Dangers of "Safe Havens" for Kosovo [pp. 33-36]
	Refugees and Internally Displaced: Some Lessons from the Kosovo Crisis [pp. 37-38]
	Turkey's Warm Welcome of Kosovar Refugees [pp. 39-40]
	Kosovar Refugees and National Security [pp. 41-46]
	Kosovo's Refugees and the EU: Wherein Lies the Threat? [pp. 47-50]
	Back Matter



