
.~--_._-- - -----_.

~

--------_.--------CANADA'S PERIODICAL ON REFUGEES

Vol. 12 • No. 8

SPECIAL ISSUE: Focus ON AFRICA

Repatriation Under '~bnormal"Conditions

MarchI993

CONTENTS:
Intemational Migration in Africa: An Overview

Yohannes Gebresellasie :.............................................................. 2

Refugee Repabiation During Conflict A New Conventional Wisdom
Julie C. Barbera . 7

Addressing Relief and Repabiation Needs in Nongovemmental-Held
Aleas: Implications for Polides and Programs Gayle E. Smith 12

African Refugee Women and Changing Intemational Priorities:
Theoretical and Politicallmplications Agnès cmlamard 18

Partidpatory Relief Management: The Experience of the
Relief Society ofTigray Techliwoini Assefaw 23

Voluntary Repabiation to Liberia OmarAbdiand Carl Tinstman 26

Confronting the Future: The Effeds of the Repatriation Program
on a New Generation of Burundi Refugees Marc Sommers 27

Book Review: The Rural-Urban Interface in Africa: Expansion and
Adaptation Véronique Lassailly-Jacob 30

Book Review: Fishing for Development Small-Scale Fisheries
in Africa Ian Smith 31

This issue on African Refugees focuses
on the process of repatriation. Repatria­
tion under "nonnaI" àrcumstances, as
specifiedby the UNHCR and OAU con­
ventions (Article V), talœs plaœ on the
basis of a tripartite agreement between
the country oforigin and the country of
asylum under the auspices of the
UNHCR. This means that the UNHCR
bas no mandate to cooperate or assist
those refugees who retum to areas not
controUed by official governments.
However, tens of thousands of refugees
repatriate spontaneously without any
assistance from the UNHCR and
without the knowledge ofeither the host
country or the country of origin. The
1985-87 ngrayan repatriation of sorne
1SO,OOOTigrayansfrom easternSudan to
Tigray in northem Ethiopia, is a typical
example ofsuch a phenomenon.

The growing number of refugees
who spontaneously repatriate to areas
that are not under official government
control bas therefore put more pressure
on nongovernmentalorganizations, and
governmental. and humanitarian agen­
cies to reconsider the process ofrepatria­
tion under "abnormal" circumstances.

This issue aims to analyse and high­
lightsomeofthepertinentexperiencesof
NGOs and practitioners in dealing with
the proœss of repatrïation during con­
flict, and the role of the international

community vis-à-vis thebasic principles
of the process of repatriation and devel­
opment...
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