The Third Road:

The former Communists and the new
Nationalists who, until recently,
despised each other, seem to be merging
and creating a united, Nationalist-
Communistbloc. Recentevents pointout
that this new ideology is supported by
well-developed political structures, a
socio-economic foundation and even hit
squads. Nationalist-Communists, who
form an uncompromising and aggres-
sive opposition to the government and
the president, perceive themselves as a
large and solid organization that has
taken the so-called “third road.” Their
program for the reformation of Russia is
approved by the Russian National
Congress. This type of opposition
became possible in a xenophobic and
extremely frustrated society. According
to Ilyushenko, “An inferiority complex
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the country, 9 percent believe in the
Zionist conspiracy,and 10 percentdonot
want Jews to be their neighbours.2 What
would be the government’s reaction if
these attitudes lead to action?
AccordingtoYuriLevada, aRussian
sociologist, democratic governments

Where Is It Leading Russia?

have demonstrated their weakness in
controlling these forces.> Zhbankov, an
employee of the Ministry of Justice,
observes, “There is no law prohibiting
the spread of fascist propaganda. If a
fascist party comes to register we will do
it.”¢ Consequently, the number of

Nationalist-Communists,
who form an uncompro-
mising and aggressive op-
position to the government
and the president, perceive
themselves as a large and
solid organization that has
taken the so-called
“third road.”

related to the collapse of the Empire,
ethnic conflicts and mass impoverish-
ment create a fertile soil for Nazi
propaganda. Fascism poses itself as
patriotism.”?

Jews and populations in Caucasus
and Central Asia top the list of the most
hated people. The Moscow Public
Opinion Research Centre found that 10
percent of the population are strongly
againstJews, 11 percentbelieve that they
have too much influence on politics in
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Vise Grip: Yeltsin is squeezed by Shaposhnikov, Army Chief,
and by Baburin, a nationalist leader, as seen by
Russian cartoonist Vladimir Mochalov.
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chauvinist organizations is rapidly
increasing and their activities are
becoming more blatant and uninhibited.
In an attempt to project an image of
political democracy, theauthoritiesleave
their hostile actions unpunished.

Nationalist forces are consolidating
and becoming well organized and
coordinated. On June 12-13 there was a
meeting of the Russian National
Congress, a large-scale nationalist
umbrella organization for all nationalist
parties and groups that believe in
sovereignty based on ethnic Russian
principles. The Congress proclaimed the
priority of Slavic over universal
principles, and those of the Empire over
those of the individual. They demanded
the president’s resignation. During the
meeting of the Congress, Jews were often
blamed for all evils. The Congress united
1,250 delegates from 117 cities and sixty-
nine organizations from all the republics
of the former Soviet Union.®

At the same time, factionalism is
developing in the democratic camp.
Some democrats are even joining the
Nationalists allied with the Communists.
On June 12, the first anniversary of
Russian sovereignty, there was a
meeting of Communist and fascist forces
at the Ostankino television building.
They demonstrated aggressively their
opposition tothe democratic forces. Tens
of thousands of people demanded the
president’s resignation. Along with this
demand, they also requested that Jews
be purged from science, literature and
arts and that they leave the country. The
meeting was guarded by the Black Shirts
from the Russian Youth Union. The
meeting’s objectives were to scandalize
the government, to issue a warning, to
frighten society and to test the grounds.

After the demonstration in Ostan-
kino, some democratic members of the
Russian Parliament requested that they
discuss the fascist threat to democracy.
This motion was voted down. At the
same session, right-wing members
stated that if the agreement made by
Yeltsin with Bush in Washington is
ratified, they will begin an armed
struggle with this “antipopular” gov-
ernment that would make the

demonstration in Ostankino look like
child’s play in comparison.®

There seems to be significant public
support for demands made by the
Nationalist-Communist bloc. A poll
conducted by the Public Opinion
Research Centre with 1,082 people in
thirteen Russian cities points out that 14
percentof thoseinterviewedsaid that the
demonstratorsin Ostankinorepresented
their interests.” All these events raise
fears among Russian Jews. Two weeks
aftertheeventsin Ostankino, thenumber
of Jews requesting visas to go to Israel
went up by 10 percent and is continuing
to increase.?

So far there has been no official
reaction to the events in Ostankino, the
growth of the number of public acts by
neo-fascist organizations and the
publication of anti-Semitic articles. This
lack of official reaction encourages these
activities.E@
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