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I had the good fortune of knowing
Kathleen as a colleague, neighbour and
friend.

All those here who worked with
Kathleen would, I think, agree that she
was an absolute pleasure to work with.
She was collaborative, dependable,
thorough, thoughtful, absolutely honest
and direct without being insensitive to
the feelings of others.

She was an example of how to bring
out the best in people. She used to say
she was a process person - as concerned
for the way a decision was made as the
actual decision itself. At meetings she
would always come fully prepared, not
only for the issue, but also to listen to
others before speaking herself. When
she spoke she was clear and her focus
invariably helped to resolve matters. It
was these skills that enabled Kathleen to
do so much for so many people.

To giveyoua sense of justhow great
her contribution was, I thought I would
tell you of aconversationI had yesterday
with Beth Ferris, a friend and colleague
of Kathleen from the World Council of
Churches in Geneva. Beth related to me
the overwhelming sadness that so many
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people in Geneva felt upon hearing of
Kathleen’s death. While Beth expected
that those who worked in Africa would
be particularly upset at Kathleen’s
passing, because of all the work Kathleen
had done there, Beth did not expect the
response she gotfromother departments
as well. One of her colleagues on the
Middle East desk was most distraught,
relating how Kathleenhad done so much
for Palestinians. Another colleague on
the Latin American desk wept when
remembering how Kathleen had been
one of the first to respond to the
desperate call for help by Chileans
fleeing for their lives after the coup in
their country.

As a neighbour, Kathleen
epitomized all the old-fashioned values
that are so hard to find today. Her door,
both literally and figuratively, was
always open. The Ptolemy kitchen
should perhaps be protected as a
historical site for so numerous have been
the visitors and world travellers that
have found comfort there. Kathleen, I
know, would want it to be said that she
herself drew enormous enjoyment and
support from her neighbours. Her

commitment to community was
constantly fuelled by the kindness of
those that lived near her.

As a friend, Kathleen was warm,
generous, supportive and absolutely
loyal. She wasall too willing to putaside
her own needs and agenda for someone
close to her. Yet, as I think about her
friendship, I realize that no matter what
I say about Kathleen, a more powerful
portrait can be drawn from the words of
the lady herself.

Several weeks ago I asked her if,
when looking over her life, she had any
regrets. She said no, that although she
could have done a few things better as a
teenager, she had no regrets. She then
quietly added that she knew she had
never compromised herself.

In speaking about death, Kathleen
said that she did not fear it. Her anguish
and griefin dying was inbeing separated
from Dave, Margie, Rob and others that
she dearly loved. As for death itself,
Kathleen felt it marked a new beginning,.
She believed that if you lived a decent
life, at death you joined in communion
with other decent souls who had died
before you. Her philosophy was close to
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